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Abstract

The general position of women in ancient India was unique. They enjoyed high status .,
independence in the society. An unmarried young learned daughter ought to be married 1o
learned bridegroom. Both secular and sacred education was handed over systematically .
formalizing the system of education. It systematically began away back in the times when 11
hymns of the Vedas were being composed. Technological development and complexity of the
society, contributed a lot for the growth and development of higher education system in ancien:
period. For a long time family was the only educational institution, and even boys used to recei
education only from their fathers or clders. The same naturally was the case with girls. But
course of time with development of technology and complexity, education was restricted 1
women.

Keywords: Women and Education, Education system of Ancient India, Ancient Indir
Education.

The education in Indin has a rich and interesting history. In the ancient days.
educstion was imported orally by the sages& the scholars & the information was passed on from
‘one generation to the other. Throughout the long centuries of Indian history educationd!
mwmm The study of educational philosophy, its principles, its methoe
'ﬂhm’#m India is immensely important for better understanding of the prese!
MmﬁMMWM i the times when the hymns of the Ved®
,lﬂ' " G mmmpﬂdﬂm in Indian History. As the time passcd the
g e of life. Hmotwmwnmdf”
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pationalist historians ul’lhenr{ym“mlmy often presented the Vedic age as a golden age for
women. This will also help us to understand not only the student and teacher relationship of
ancient India, but also gives us and fair image of educationists and policy making of anclent

Imha
Education System

In ancient India, during the Vedic period from about 1500 BC, FEducation was based on
the Veda (hymns, Formulas, & incantations, recited or charted by priests of a Pre-Hindu
radition) & later Hindu texts & Seripture. Education, at first freely available in Vedic society, in
the course of time fever became an institution, limited to upper three caste only. Education in its
general sense is a form of leaming which the knowledge, skills, values, belief and habits of
group of people are transformed from one generation to the next. The establishment of peasant
cconomy and the emergence of the state mark a qualitative change in the history of a society
since it arises out of an initiates a series of interrelated changes at many levels. In settled
agriculture complicated ritual practices has been crystallized. Institution of Varna shrama system
with the respect of Varna was created. Vama shrama are to be regarded as resting placed during
one's jouncy on the way to final liberation each of the Ashrama is a stage of life in which the
individual has to train himself for a certain period and exert himself within the circuit of the
same in order to quality himself for the next.

It occurs through any experience that has formative effects on the way one thinks, feels or
acts1t became well developed institution of ancient Indian Society, which they called
“Vamashrama vyavastha”. There arefour‘ashramas’ | )Brahmachary ashrama 2) Grihaothashrama
3) Vanaperastnashrama 4) Sanyarashrama.With the development of complete society, identity
consciousness has increased. Social watch dogswucumhl:shad!omuulthm&ﬂ#

controlling her sexuality and reproduction. The experience of women belong
groups in society varied women have to be understood in relation to men

are embedded in wider social, emnmmcmdpohﬁmlmm :
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women in the Rig-Veda is just 12-15 out of over 1000 indicating women had limited acceys

sacred leaming.
Women and Education

The Status of women in ancient India is always been matter of debate, On .
archeological evidence as many excavation indicate the number of mother goddess provide 1,
women might have “-w:mlf-podﬂon'-‘ln Indus valley civilization. Mother goddess a.
symbol of fertility, got prominent position in the society. Women as an important sources |
Mﬂmwm The status of women during the Vedic age is |
‘matter of some debate however ‘on the basis of available evidence in the Vedic literature it ;.
believed that during the carly Vedic age women enjoyed a position of respect. The Rig-Ved,
Wlﬂm\pah.xﬂhm Vishwavara who composed hymns. W,
also found educated women like Gargi and Maitreyi. There are no references of female

WM&MWMOf&OCMM era “Upnayan:
5Wiﬁmm}murmin the case of girls as it was in the casc
‘of boys. The Atharva Veda observes that maiden can succeed in her marriage only it she has

‘been properly trained during the period of studentship. Women students were divided into two
classes, Brahmavadinis and Sahyodvadha. Brahmavadinis were lifelong students of theology and

| M—W.Mﬂlﬁrsmdiﬁﬁlltbeirmanimﬂthe age of 15 or 16
" Brahmavadinis used to aim at a very high excellence in scholarship. However in the later Vedic
period women were compared with shudras. So that ineligible for the Vedic studies.

The admission of women to the Buddhist order gave a great pg3 to the cause of female
Mﬂhfm&leoliﬁﬁm of 73 poems consisting of 522 verses, supposed to hav¢

en Composec by 72nuns who had reached a high level of spiritual attainment many -
 described as possessing “tevijja” (thru kinds of knowledge).

Afier 3 B.C. women education suffered a lot, as child marriage than B begen 10
o references of women poetesses in later period
‘Satavanana king is a collection of 700 Poems. "
omen ets also, Devi was a well-known poe

come




-V .

GENIUS - VOLUME - VI ISSUE - IIISSN 22790489 (LF.-4954)  FEBRUARY-JULY ~201%
e
Trade had become serious complex system. It included production, gathering and marketing,

supply and sale. It also included cash crops. With this new class emerged which only involved in
rade. Settled agriculture characterized by urbanizes economy. Everybody was part of that
complex society. They produced their product in money value i.e. coins, symbol of settled life.
Female reproductive power in such complex developing society is regarded as valuable because
the very survival of the community is dependent upon it but men realized his role in
reproduction, he started controlling it. It is an evident in the process of social production as
reflected in earliest texts; woman was at the receiving end. Her status depended upon on her

male counterparts’ position in the society. She was seen as the medium of reproduction.

Conclusion
This gradual transition from pastoralism to settled agriculture made an impact perhaps

indirectly on other aspects of Vedic life, including system of education. Specialization of labor
demanded also the specialization of knowledge. Under these circumstances, universities started
coming up along with the second urbanization. The period of transition from pastoralism to settle
Hindu literature, philosophy and science. The
in society varied women have 0 be
bedded in wider social, economic and
social differences

agriculture was the most creative one in history of
experience of women belonging to different groups

understood in relation to men and their relationships are em

political context. Biological difference between men and women created set of

among which education was on¢ of them.
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