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GILBERT HILL: A NEGLECTED WORLD HERITAGE SITE  IN MUMBAI SUBURBAN  DISTRICT 

Dr. Akshata Arun Kulkarni 
Associate Professor, L. S. Rheja College of Arts and Commerce, Santacruz (W), Mumbai 

INTRODUCTION OF SUBURBAN MUMBAI AND LITERATURE REVIEW 
Popularly known as the capital city of Maharashtra and the commercial capital of India, Greater Mumbai is a 
coastal city formed by the volcanic eruption of lava along the western coast of India having two separate 
administrative divisions and revenue districts: 1) Mumbai City District and 2) Mumbai Suburban District. Even 
though both the districts breathe together, the history and geography of both are different. Mumbai city District 
is growing for the last five hundred years is neither an ancient city nor a medieval city but was created during 
the British rule by reclaiming together the seven volcanic islands. (Jones & Bhagat, 2011). On the contrary, 
Mumbai Suburban District which lies towards the north of Mumbai City District on Salsette island (Salsette is 
known as “Sashti “in local Marathi language.) is formed recently as an Independent District  with effect from  
1st October 1990 vide notification No.REN2680/855/CR-448/M-10  Dt.1.10.1990 as a consequence of the 
bifurcation of the Greater Mumbai into two revenue districts. 

The name changed from Bombay to Mumbai officially on 4th October 1995. The Mumbai Suburban District is 
having total geographical area of 386.56 sq. kms.and the area under forest is only 44.43 sq,kms. Area wise it is 
the second smallest district in Maharashtra state out of total 36 districts. But population wise it is securing First 
Rank in the state of Maharashtra.  The current population as per 2011 census is 93.56 lakhs. The district 
headquarter is located at Bandra (East). Administratively it comes under Konkan Division.  Mumbai Suburban 
District has 3 Talukas namely Andheri, Borivali and Kurla .The jurisdiction of Mumbai Suburban District is 
from Bandra to Dahisar, from Kurla (Chuna Bhatti) to Mulund and from Kurla upto Trombay Creek. 

Table no.1 showing total area of 3 Talukas in Mumbai Suburban District 
Sr.No. Name Total Villages Total Area Area under forest 

1 Andheri 25 72.17 Sq. km 00.00 Sq. Kms. 
2 Borivali 33 179.39 42.97  sq. kms. 
3 Kurla 29 135.00 sq. Kms. 01.46 Sq. Kms. 

Total  87 386.56 sq. kms. 44.43 Sq. Kms. 
Source: Mumbai Suburban District profile, 2011. 

Geology of Mumbai Suburban District: Mumbai Suburban District is located at the seismically active zone 
owing to the presence of 23 fault lines. The era is classified as a Seismic Zone III region which means an 
earthquake up to a magnitude of 6.5 on the Richter’s scale  may be expected in near future. The 66 million year 
old monolith rock structure in the form of Gilbert Hill is located in ANDHERI WEST. 

CULTURAL HISTORY AND THE TOURIST PLACES IN SUBURBAN DISTRICT 
Greater Mumbai is the amalgamation of a mixed cosmopolitan culture including both- the culture of the local 
native people and the culture of the migrants. This is very well reflected not only in the island city but also in 
the Suburban District. The Mumbai Island City District is quite old having a history of more than 500 years. But 
the formation of Suburban district took place recently 27 years ago on 1stOctober 1990. There are very well 
known places of tourist interest in the Mumbai City District but on the contrary the tourists places in Suburban 
Mumbai are not very well known. The list of tourist spots  in suburban district  includes the Religious Places, 
Beautiful Beaches, Amusement Parks and Gardens, Attractive Malls and Shopping complexes,the Essel 
world,the Kamala Raheja Garden having the Aeroplane for children, National Park ,Kanheri caves, the hills, 
caves, mangrove areas, the Metro, the Monorail, the  Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport  at Vile Parle, 
Bharat Ratna Sachin Tendulkar’s Platinum Bat at Carter Road, Bandra ;Snow world and Phoenix Market city  at 
Kurla, The  Golden Pagoda in Borivali, and the Gilbert Hill in Andheri  (w). 

DESCRIPTION OF SUBURB ANDHERI 
This suburb is the most important suburb in the western part of Mumbai Suburban district because it has the 
World heritage site in the form of 200 feet high and 66 million old Monolith volcanic rock in the form of Gibert 
Hill. As this rock used to block the sun rays in the morning (in the west side) and in the evening, (in the east 
side) there would be darkness prevailing in the east and west part of this hill every day. That is the reason why 
this area is known as Andheri. (The Marathi meaning of Andhar means Kalokh or Darkness) .Along with the 
western railway, central railway, BEST buses, this area is served by the Domestic and international airport( 
located in Sahar village.). Sher-e-Punjab Housing Society is the single largest co-operative residential housing 
society in Mumbai with 1,251 members. 
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The Andheri railway as well as Metro stations  are the busiest railway stations in the country and  also on the 
Western Line of the Mumbai Suburban Railway and the expansion of the metro in the Versova-Anderi-
Ghatkopar corridor is part of the government's master transportation plan. Every year lakhs of tourists come to 
visit variety of Tourists spot in this suburb. But very few people visit Gibert hill. So to find out  the reason why 
so less tourists visit Gilbrt Hill, we did a survey and tried to find out the reasons. 

AIM: To find out why the Gilbert Hill in Andheri (w) in Mumbai Suburban District having a history of 
66million years is not a favorite tourist attraction in Mumbai Suburban District. 

OBJECTIVE: The main objective of the study is to explore the problems and potentials of    less popularity of 
Gilbert hill and make more people aware regarding this World Heritage Site which is lying in the heart of 
Suburban District of Mumbai. 

DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY 
The study is based on primary and secondary data. Primary data is collected during   three field visits of our 
nature club Nisarg since last 3 years. The questionnaire is prepared and a survey of total 200 people  was 
conducted at 3 different times in 3 consecutive years and the overall findings obtained after analysis are put 
forward.  Secondary data is obtained from the Wikipedia and Documentary available on the website. Based on 
all these, the drawbacks are found out and accordingly suggestions are given to make this world famous site 
more popular. 

Writing this small research paper on this topic is my first step to this travel and Tourism Conference. 

LOCATION AND HISTORY 
Map of location of Suburban District Of Mumbai 
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HISTORY  OF GILBERT HILL 
Gilbert Hill is a 200 feet  monolith vertical column of black Basalt rock in ‘K’ ward of Andheri west. The 
Geographical History states  that this   igneous rock Basalt  was formed by the volcanic eruption during 
the Mesozoic Era about 66 million years ago. During that era, molten lava had spread around three Indian states 
namely Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. Nearly 50,000 square kilometres  area was covered with 
molten lava.The volcanic eruptions were also responsible  for  destruction of plant and animal life during that 
era. As this was discovered by an American Geologist Grove Karl Gilbert , it is known as Gilbert Hill. Even 
after independence this is known by the same name. 
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According to geologists this rare phenomenon was the remnants of a ridge and had clusters of vertical columns 
in nearby Jogeshwari which were quarried off two decades ago. These vertical columns are similar to the Devils 
Tower National Monument in Wyoming, and the Devils Postpile National Monument in 
eastern California, USA. 

Gilbert Hill was declared a National Park in 1952 by the Central Government under the Forest Act. in 2007.  
Because of the efforts of geologists, the hill was declared a Grade II heritage structure by the Municipal 
Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM). It resulted in prohibiting and stopping all quarrying and other 
activities around the monument. As it comes under the spell of Monsoons every year, Gilbert Hill has faced 
severe erosion problems too. 

On the rock column, there are two Hindu temples: 1) The Hanuman temple   and 2) the Gaodevi or Durgamata 
temple surrounded by a very small garden. There are 184 steps accessed by a steep staircase carved into the 
rock. The hill offers a panoramic view of suburban Mumbai. 

Efforts are being made to convert Gilbert Hill into a tourist attraction and include it as a stop on a tour of 
Mumbai by Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation.  But still it has not yet been done by the Govt .of 
Maharashtra because of lack of publicity and non-awareness. 

DISCUSSION AND RESULT OF THE SURVEY UNDERTAKEN 
Besides various popular tourists places in the Mumbai City District, there are few tourist interesting places in 
Mumbai Suburban District. They are either already existed or created by the residents in the last three decades. 
They include the following as shown in table no. 2. 

Table 2: Tourist places in various wards in Suburban District of Mumbai 
Ward               Tourist place 
H/W        Bandra Bharat ratna Sachin Tendulkar’s bat of platinum, Jogger’s 
park,Linking ROAD, Shopper’s stop, sky walks, Fly overs’,Equal s 
street on sundays 
sundays on S.V.RD & linking road,Bandra- Worli sea link 
K/W         Andheri Juhu BEACH, Mahakali & Jogeshwari caves, world 
site –Gilibert HILL,Hare rama hare Krishna temple., Juhu beach 
P /N         Infinity mall, Malad aarey colony , Mahanand dairy, Film city, 
R/ C       Borivali national park,Kanheri caves, 
R/N        Biggest slum Ganapat Patil nagar,193 open spaces of various sizes 
R/S         Shivaji talao, Powai lake, IIT Campus, Asia’s biggest water filteration tank, 
Vihar & Tulsi lake, 
H/E        University of Mumbai, B.K.C. Diamond bourse,MMRDA Complex, 
Business Hub on par with Hongkong , Santacruz – Chembur Link            road 
N             GHATKOPAR-     Metro Station, 
T               S.G.N.P.,       Borivali, Kanheri and Magathane Caves 
P/S          M alad, Aarey colony. 
L            Kurla ; Industrial workshop , Monorail 
( Source: Compiled through information of NGO Praja, newspaper articles, MMRDAwebsit 

DISCUSSION, FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION 
Following is the result of the findings of a survey of 200 people done by our students about the tourist spot - 
Gilbert Hill 

1. There are people who have not heard the name of Gilbert Hill   -  99%. 

2. Majority of the people have heard this name for the First time  -  99% 

3. Previously knowing the name of Gilbert Hill, but did not visit -  1 % 

4. No awareness  about this cheapest world heritage site-80% 

5. Majority of people are not aware that there is no visiting fee to visit this world famous heritage site.95% 

6. Following are the reasons for not visiting this world famous site. 
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a) Not knowing the exact location  -  95 % 

b) Not knowing the exact road in Andheri (w) leading to Gilbert Hill-20% 

c) Not interested in visiting because there is only Hill and nothing else to see – 15% 

d) The area is having slope and  the surroundings  are very crowded – 35 % 

e) There are more steps (184)  to climb to reach the top – 29% 

f) It is very dangerous to climb the Hill ( It is a perception) – 38% 

g) When it will become attractive Tourist  spot , then will visit – 48% 

h) Whether visit or not- yet to be confirmed  - 52% 

i) Majority of people don’t know the geographical meaning of the word Monolith and they don’t understand 
the basic difference between a nomal hill and an igneous Monolith Hill formed by lava flow. 

From this, it may be stated that majority of people are not aware about this world famous site in Andheri west – 
K ward i.e. within the suburban district of Mumbai. So when the same people who were told the importance of 
this Monolithic Basalt Hill, then their reactions changed as follows. 

1) Will surely visit.                                    -   28 % 

2) First will visit and confirm the reality  -   42 % 

3) Will do mouth to mouth publicity  -         28 % 

4) Gave thanks to the team of surveyors  for informing   -  2% 

Following are the Solutions to make Gilbert Hill more popular: 

1) Every school, College in Mumbai  should arrange one field visit to Gilbert Hill once a year as a geographical  
Tour 

2) The M.T.D.C. should include this site as a must visit site for all the tourists  coming to Mumbai Suburban 
District 

3) It should be made mandatory for all the Tourist companies visiting   places in Mumbai Darshan Package 
tour. 

4) The govt. should try to popularize this world famous site by proper advertisements on social media, 
electronic media and print media as well. 

5) People who have visited this site should do mouth to mouth publicity. 

6) This is the place from top of it we get the entire Birds eye view of the surrounding area. 

7) Two festivals namely Hanuman Jayanti and Makar Sankranti are celebrated atop Gilbert Hill. At that time , 
there is crowd. But this is also very less crowd in comparison with the other  crowded tourist spots in 
Mumbai. 
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